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Sermon on the Gospel for the Third Sunday after Trinity. 
Luxe 15, 1—10. 


There is a sort of piety of worldly people which takes the form 
of what is called “moral indignation.” When the world ostracizes 
the thief overtaken in burglary, or the drunkard who has fallen into 
the hands of the police, or the licentious profligate whose immoralities 
have become a public scandal, or the ruined swindler who has been 
reduced to a beggar’s lot, we behold a display of righteousness on 
the part of the world which hardly agrees with its usual bearing 
towards the requirements of the Law of God. This righteous world 
is known to be steeped in all manner of unrighteousness, and moral 
indignation comes with a bad grace from just such a quarter. The 
world, we imagine, should love its partners; for all sinners are its 
kith and kin, and the world acts cruelly in casting them off. More- 
over, the world overshoots its aim in rebuking unrighteousness in its 
children. Its discipline is destructive; it kills the doer while pre- 
tending to curb his deeds. It does not rescue the drowning man, 
but thrusts him farther out into the stream. The fallen are declared 
unfit for its society. It acts as if it feared to be contaminated by 
them. Pity the disconsolate wretch who comes one sue for merey at 
the door of the “righteous” world! 

What if God were to act in like manner? If the cold treatment 
of the Pharisee should receive the sanction of Jesus? If God should 
turn from the fallen as men turn from them? Then strike out from 
the word lists of the earth the term hope; then begin the hell of 
despair here on earth; then close the churches of Christ throughout 
the world, for then their mission should be ended. 

Our lesson is the protest of the Son of God against the moral 
indignation of the self-righteous world and the proclamation of mercy 
to the fallen. The vile insinuation of the lynx-eyed critics of our 
Lord, that He was the companion of profligates, shall form the 
theme of our present meditation. For our renewed comfort let me 
repeat and expound the truth of the Pharisee’s remark: 
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“THIS MAN RECEIVETH SINNERS.” 


I wish to show, 
1. The comfort which lies in this statement; 
2. For whom this comfort is intended; 
3. The lesson it teaches. 


1% 

There is a great contrast in the persons whom we see gathered 
about our Lord in this lesson: on the one hand there are the repre- 
sentatives of the righteous world, on the other hand, poor sinners. 
The Pharisees and seribes were men who enjoyed the reputation of 
sanctity under the ceremonial Law of Moses; the publicans and 
sinners were, for the most part, ignorant Gentiles who did not under- 
stand the fine art of concealing their wickedness, and lived in open 
acts of unrighteousness. There was no intercourse between these two 
factions of our Lord’s present company; they were hostile to one 
another, and their hostility found vent, when, contrary to all ex- 
pectation, the Lord took the part of the despised publicans and 
sinners in propounding the double parable of the lost sheep and the 
lost piece of silver. 

The purpose of both parables is the same. Isaiah describes 
the entire human race as follows: “All we like sheep have gone 
astray,” ete. This statement of the prophet must have been known 
to the Pharisees, as it occurred in the most striking passage of the 
Old Testament, the 53d chapter of Isaiah, which speaks of the Re- 
deemer’s work. Our parables are a sermon on that text in Isaiah. 
The strayed sheep, the lost coin are types of mankind, lost in the 
wilderness of sin and hidden beneath the dust and debris of ages of 
wickedness. Man is lost, irrecoverably lost, so far as any human 
effort to rescue him is concerned. He knows not the way back to 
his former estate, he is held in bondage by his surroundings, he has 
become inured to his lost condition, he thinks of nothing better, be- 
lieves nothing better possible for him, wants nothing better. His 
ruin is complete, and, worst of all, he has only himself to blame for it. 

Now, the view which the righteous world takes of this case is, 
that it is useless to feel concerned about it, because there are quite a 
number of good people in the world yet who deserve to be the objects 
of God’s affection and men’s love. Christ, however, overrules this 
view on grounds that lay bare the entire sham of the boasted right- 
eousness of the world. They argued on grounds of their own assumed 
worthiness; Christ opposes them on the ground of greater need. He 
does not, at present, stop to discuss the righteousness of the Pharisees; 
he merely shows them their lack of merey. He argues: Suppose you 
are righteous, — sheep safely sheltered in the fold,—should not the 
care of the shepherd in that case go out all the more freely to the 
lost, even though the proportion of the safe to the lost should be 
as great as 1 to 100? We hear of no reply to this parable. What 
reply could they have made? 
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But with delighted wonder we turn to the comfort-dripping 
contents of this parable. Jesus—for He is that Shepherd, that 
Woman in quest of their property —came to seek that which was 
lost. That was the message with which He opened His public 
ministry, a message intended to rouse hope and to inspire confidence. 
When God comes to seek the sinner, the first thought of the latter 
can be none other than of his guilt. Had Christ come, as God came 
into the garden of Eden, crying, “Adam, where art thou?” the wilder- 
ness of this world would have answered Him with a gravelike silence. 
The sinners would have hidden, and when they would have come 
forth, they would have come decked with the aprons of their patched- 
up piety, making vain excuses. Christ’s approach to the fallen was, 
therefore, planned after a different method. He came not to summon, 
but to seek. He entered the wilderness looking behind every rock, 
examining every thicket, scanning every morass, eager to pull out the 
lost. The labor was rendered doubly hard through the sinful shyness 
of the sheep; their conscience drove them away from Christ, and He 
must often follow them from bad to worse. But He persevered in the 
task; His heart was set on the one sheep stuck fast in the briars, on 
the one drachma in the dust, rather than on the ninety-nine in the 
fold and in the purse. This man receiveth sinners,—that sneering 
jibe of false piety is, in a nutshell, the wonderful message which the 
New Testament and the Church of Christ is come to tell the world. 

The voice of the Shepherd calling is still sounding through the 
fastnesses of sin; the light of the eager woman’s candle is still 
penetrating the darknesses, where coins of divine stamp, their mint- 
signs wholly effaced, lie concealed. The mighty Word of God, both 
the Law and the Gospel, is at work among sinners. They may tremble 
at that voice, as Israel at Sinai, and flee from it; they may be 
blinded by the fierce glare of that light which reveals to them their 
true state. Sorrow and remorse, mingled with despair, may gnaw at 
their hearts, but they cannot fail to hear through all this the constant 
pleading of One who loves them; they cannot but see the gentle face 
of their great Friend, inviting them, “Come unto me,” ete., Matt. 
11, 28. As the true object of the call and the searchlight of God’s 
Word become apparent to the lost, they may stand amazed for awhile. 
The news seems too great to believe. No one ever engaged them in 
that way; kicks and curses they had hitherto received from their 
fellow-men, and terrible buffetings their own conscience had dealt 
them from within; rebuke and condemnation they had expected to 
receive, when they came to face Him against whom they had sinned, 
God. And for a thrust they receive an embrace; for a curse, a bene- 
diction. They feel themselves strongly urged to accept the offered 
pardon, and devote themselves with abiding gratitude to Him who 
offers it. Thus the sheep is found, and the coin goes back into its 
divine owner’s purse. 
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2. 

We have called the statement, “This Man receiveth sinners,” a 
comforting one; it is viewed as such, however, only by a limited 
number of men. Our text brings out one form of dissatisfaction 
with the- position which our Savior had taken, on the part of the 
Pharisees and scribes, and we naturally inquire after the cause of 
this dissatisfaction: It is lack of the knowledge of sin. These people 
do not know what a fearful thing sin is, and how deeply rooted in 
our human nature it is. It permeates every imagination of the heart, 
it poisons every thought, it pollutes every word, it sullies every deed 
of men. Under its fell power the will lies paralyzed, reason is wrapt 
in Egyptian darkness, all the affections have become utterly perverse. 
Unless the woeful effects of sin are properly perceived, the means 
for their removal cannot be appreciated. The doctrine of the divine 
mercy, which for Christ’s sake forgives sins out of its sovereign 
goodness, is regarded by people who have the knowledge of the true 
character of sin as based upon a false assumption: ‚that of man’s 
utter helplessness. They will vaunt their deeds of righteousness in 
the face of mercy, and offer their meager virtues as a palliative 
against their shortcomings. In the conceited pride of their hearts 
they will pronounce the doctrine of justification by grace through 
faith harmful to the self-respect in which every man should hold 
himself. To sue for pardon seems an unbearable humiliation to 
them; they will not take beggarlike what they need, but demand that 
they be allowed to work out their own salvation. And to make the 
accounts of God’s justice balance with their sinful record, they will 
minimize their transgressions and magnify their righteousnesses. 
Ignorance and willful persistence in ignorance is the cause why this 
class of people opposes the comforting statement, “This Man re- 
ceiveth sinners.” 

There is another class of people which likewise winces un- 
comfortably under the appeal of the Gospel to sinners. It is the 
secure, sin-loving world, which carelessly wants to live out its 
allotted portion of time without any serious concern about its eternal 
destiny, andgis wholly given to the joys and pleasures, the glory and 
power, of this world. These people are aware that to accept the offer 
of Christ would mean that they must give up their cherished objects. 
It may mean the exchange of wealth for poverty, of an influential . 
position for a humble lot, of a gay life of amusement for a sober 
walk. This exchange they are unwilling to make. It is lack of the 
fear of sin that closes their ear to the call of mercy. They do not 
hear the awful trump of doom calling them to the final retribution; 
their conscience does not reverberate with the clang and uproar of 
God’s vindictive justice; they are lulled to sleep spiritually by their 
carnal attachments, and like a sleep-loving sluggard they protest 
against being roused out of their ease. A momentary arousal may 
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cause them to catch a glimpse of the real issues before them; it may 
make them start as with a sudden nightmare, it may even fill them 
with a passing emotion of sadness, and draw a few natural tears 
from their eyes, as when they listen to the words of the preacher at 
a funeral. But the impression is not lasting. They go back to their 
former life and are soon fast bound in fetters of carnal security. 

But there is a small band to whom the message, “This Man 
receiveth sinners,” comes like the Christmas greeting out of the 
clouds from angel’s lips. It says to them, “Unto you is born this 
day a Savior.” They lift up their eager ears; they drink in the 
tidings; they cling to the lips of the speaker as the bee to the linden- 
blossom; there is honey for them in every syllable of that message. 
They hail the speaker, as the captive hails the deliverer who comes 
to lift him out of his dungeon, as the invalid greets the physician 
who is come to quicken his dead limbs into new life, and restores 
him to a life of usefulness. To them the announcement of their 
welcome at Jesus’ door appears in its true merit: that is the very 
thing they needed; that is the one way of escape out of their terrible 
condition. They were convinced that they are publicans and sinners, 
unworthy of consideration; they appreciate the kindness that left 
the ninety and nine and went after the one lost sheep. 


3. 

The parables which we have considered carry with them a prac- 
tical lesson. The shepherd returning from his successful search is 
thus described: “When he cometh home,” ete., v. 6. The woman like- 
wise is thus described: “When she hath found it,” ete, v. 9. It is 
significant that the Savior twice mentions the sympathetic outburst 
of joy on the part of neighbors and friends over the recovery of lost 
goods by their fellow-men. It is an earthly joy of which he speaks. 
But his self-righteous listeners, the Pharisees and scribes, must have 
felt still more uneasy when He wound up both parables with the 
words: “I say unto you,” ete., v. 10. Jesus had come from heaven; 
He had heard the ringing hallelujahs of the angels in the crystal 
courts when a sinner had returned to his God, and a soul had been 
regained for heaven. Thus the perfected saints welcome the re- 
penting; how should the saints below act in a like case? They should 
go and do likewise. 

Oh, my dear friends, we are not clean in this respect. We have 
the Pharisee in our bosom, that critical observer of the faults of 
others that has no mercy with sinners, and questions also the sincerity 
of the sinner’s return. What renders the sinner’s repentance often 
so difficult is the uncharitable reception which he must expect among 
the ninety and nine. There are cold looks, there are mutterings of 
suspicion, there is no welcome to the sinner who has been truly 
touched by the Savior’s grace, there are no open arms. It should 
not be thus. The conversion of one sinner is an event of priceless 
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value to Him whom we all profess to love unfeignedly, our dear, our 
adored Redeemer. If we truly love Him who loved us unto death, 
we should be filled with rejoicing over every event which brings joy 
to His compassionate heart. 

May this comforting truth, “Jesus receiveth sinners,” bring 
abiding solace to every one of us, and may it exert a cheering in- 
fluence over our entire life henceforward, to the end that we may 
live to receive the final benediction of Him who came to seek and 
found us. Amen. 


+O 


Sermon on the Gospel for the Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
Luxe 5, 1—11. 


In the Roman Catholic Church it is taught that the work in any 
earthly calling is a common, worthless thing. The priesthood of that 
church tell the poor deluded people that in an earthly profession a 
person can never attain any degree of holiness and piety, but that if 
a person would live an especially holy life, if he would reach a degree 
of particular holiness, if he would become truly pleasing before God, 
he must either enter the clerical office, or he must become a monk 
or nun; he must leave his kinsfolk and friends and family, must 
abstain from marrying, must enter a cloister or convent, and there, 
locked up in a lonely cell, shut out from the world and its sinful 
doings, lead a life of perfect dedication to God, by fasting and pray- 
ing, by chastising himself, and perhaps even begging, and by per- 
forming other acts of piety. By thus representing cloister-life as 
something particularly holy, they try to get many people to enter 
eloisters and convents, for the people, of course, believe what the 
priests tell them, and imagine that they, following a mere earthly 
calling, are not living a life truly pleasing to God. 

But this is all wrong. This imaginary holiness of the Roman 
Catholic monks and nuns is nothing but a human invention. Holy 
Writ knows nothing of a holiness that consists in fasting, saying 
prayers, and locking oneself up in a cloister. We nowhere in the 
Bible read of such institutions as cloisters. They were invented by 
man and, moreover, are condemned by Christ, when He says: “In 
vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men.” To fast and to castigate and whip yourself is not commanded 
by God in the New Testament; hence these things are nothing but 
commandments of men, and consequently the monks and nuns, in 
doing these things, worship God in vain. God does not want to be 
served and worshiped thus; He rejects such work and worship. 

On the contrary, the common, ordinary labor of an everyday 
calling, which the Roman Catholic Church looks down upon and dis- 
parages, is the very thing that is highly pleasing to God. He Himself 
has ordained manual, ordinary labor already in the garden of Eden. 
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Even before the fall Adam was ordered to till that garden, and after 
the fall God distinctly told him: “In the sweat of thy face thou shalt 
eat thy bread.” And the Apostle Paul reiterates this divine com- 
mand, when writing to the Thessalonians: “He that would not work, 
neither shall he eat.” From this we see that it is God’s will that we 
should work, that we should pursue some calling or profession and, 
by fulfilling the duties that in such profession devolve upon us, make 
an honest living. By doing this, we are therefore fulfilling God’s 
will, and by doing His will, we are pleasing Him. Hence a Christian 
who follows any earthly calling, though it be ever so ordinary and 
lowly, as long as it is honorable, can truly serve God and live a 
life of true piety and holiness. He may be a better saint than all the 
priests, and monks, and nuns of the Roman Catholic Church. How 
this can be done, how a Christian can rightly serve God in his earthly 
calling, and thus live a life that is pleasing to God, it shall be our 
object to learn from to-day’s Gospel-lesson. Let me answer the fol- 
lowing question: 


HOW CAN YOU LIVE IN YOUR EARTHLY CALLING SO AS TO 
PLEASE GOD? 
The answer is: 
1. You must be faithful in the performance of your duties. 
2. You must, in your calling, serve God and your neighbor. 


1% 

The first thing you must do in order to please God in your earthly 
calling, is to be faithful in the performance of the duties of your 
calling. This we find illustrated beautifully in our text. We are 
there told that at one time, while Christ stood at the shore of Lake 
Gennesaret, a great multitude thronged to Him to hear Him speak 
the Word of God. Christ could not well overlook the multitude from 
where He was standing nor make Himself understood, so He asked 
Simon Peter, a fisherman, who was washing his nets at the shore, 
to permit Him to use his boat as a pulpit while addressing the multi- 
tude. This privilege being granted and the sermon delivered, Christ 
onee more turns to Peter and tells him, “Launch out into the 
deep,” ete. “And Simon, answering, said unto Him, Lord, we have 
toiled all night.” Here, then, we hear that Peter with his workmen 
had worked all the previous night, without catching anything, and 
yet we find him here the next morning busy at work again putting 
his nets into a proper condition for another night’s work. No doubt, 
therefore, he was a very diligent and assiduous fisherman. All night 
he had been toiling, and even though all his work had been in vain, 
he did not become discouraged, but kept right on performing the 
duties of his calling. 

Let us here learn from Peter; let us follow his example! For 
every true Christian, like Peter, ought to be thus faithful in the 
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performance of his duties. A Christian works diligently, and en- 
deavors to support himself and his family by honest labor. A good 
Christian always is a good laborer, no matter whether working for 
himself or for somebody else. If he works for an employer, he is 
constantly mindful of his master’s benefit, always endeavoring to 
fulfill faithfully what his master asks him to do. A hired man or a 
hired girl that is a true Christian is always to be relied upon. They 
will do their duty, not only in their master’s or mistress’s presence, 
but in their absence just as well. They always seek to have a due 
profit accrue to their employer from their labor, and try to prevent 
every injury that might threaten him. 

Moreover, a Christian is faithful in the performance of his 
duties, even when his labor seems to fail of success, when, like Peter, 
he must sometimes “toil all the night and take nothing.” He knows 
that the Lord must crown his labor with success, that all blessing in 
temporal things also comes down from above, and to the Lord he 
therefore commits the outcome of his labor. Even though he fails 
at times in reaping great profits, though at times his blessing is cut 
short, yet he does not murmur and complain on that account, nor 
does he grow careless and idle in his work, but like Peter he is out 
again the next morning after a night of fruitless toil, washing his 
nets; he keeps on working and laboring faithfully and diligently in 
spite of all reverses. Even though, therefore, the farmer, for in- 
stance, experiences a failure of crops, or a merchant’s business goes 
poorly for a while, or the laboring man fails to get as good wages 
as he would like to earn, or though he fails to meet with as kind 
treatment on the part of his employer as he believes he deserves, yet 
such a Christian farmer or merchant or workman, in the face of 
all this, does not grow impatient, he does not become discouraged on 
that account, he does not for that reason give up his calling and 
quit his job immediately, but he proceeds to discharge the duties of 
his calling faithfully in spite of all these reverses, leaving the result 
to God. 

We can also learn the reason why a Christian is diligent and 
faithful in the performance of his duties. When Christ told Peter 
to launch out into the deep and let down his nets for a draught, 
Peter answered, “Lord, we have toiled all the night and have taken 
nothing; nevertheless, at Thy word I will let down the net.” The 
Lord’s command was what prompted him to cast out the net, al- 
though he had toiled in vain all the previous night. From this we 
may learn what it was that urged Peter to perform the duties of his 
calling, to wit, the Lord’s command. It was because he was persuaded 
that the Lord had placed him in that calling and wanted him to do 
the works connected therewith, that he was so diligent and persevering 
a fisherman. The reason of his diligence therefore was not that, by 
doing his work, he hoped to get rich or at least well-to-do. He had 
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little reason to hope such a thing, for fishermen at that time and in 
that country generally were poor. Nay, it was the will and command 
of God that prompted him to be diligent and faithful. 

This holds true with every genuine Christian. He does not work 
in order to get rich or wealthy, nor merely because he likes to work 
and has been used to it from his youth. These are the reasons why 
such as are not Christians generally work. They are diligent and 
persevering in their labor because they hope to amass great riches, 
or because they love to work, or because they are obliged to work if 
they want to keep themselves and their family from want and star- 
vation. Because they work with these objects in view, they easily 
become dissatisfied when they fail to meet with the desired success, 
when their crops fail or their speculations in business miscarry, or 
when their wages are reduced. Thence spring all the trusts and 
monopolies in our days, which are calculated to make those rich and 
wealthy that are affiliated with them; thence also the great number 
of strikes and lockouts among workingmen, because money, riches, 
is what everybody is panting after, and because everybody is specu- 
lating how to get rich or at least well-to-do in the easiest manner 
possible. 

But not so the Christian. He does not work in order to become 
rich. The reason why he works is, because God has commanded him 
to do so. “Lord, at Thy word I will let down the net,” he says with 
Peter. At Thy word I will perform the duties of my calling, and 
the success of my labor I will commit to Thee. A Christian always 
remembers the words of Holy Writ: “In the sweat of thy face thou 
shalt eat thy bread;” and: “He that would not work, neither shall 
he eat.” He bears in mind at all times that it is God’s will that he 
should work, and for that reason, and no other, does he work. He 
also knows that the Lord has promised not to let him starve if he 
does his duty, that God knows very well that he needs his daily bread 
and will give it to him. Therefore he is content to leave that part to 
the Lord, trusting that He will not forget His promise. And he is 
satisfied with what the Lord does give. He bears in mind the ex- 
hortation of St. Paul: “Having food and raiment, let us be there- 
with content.” As long as he has food and clothing, he is satisfied. 
If, therefore, his business does not always thrive as well as he wishes, 
if his crops are not so good as they might be, if wages are low, he 
still continues to faithfully fulfill the duties of his calling. Yea, and 
if God does bless him in his work, so that he arrives at a point where 
it is no longer necessary for him to labor for his support, but if he is 
still strong and not too well advanced in years, he will work on, 
nevertheless, because he knows that the Lord wants him to work, and 
that, therefore, he has no right to spend his life, not even a part of 
it, in idleness, in doing nothing. 

But at the same time we can see from our text that the Christian 
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who is faithful and diligent in the performance of the duties of his 
earthly calling will yet never permit his earthly calling to prevent him 
from attending to the duties of his heavenly calling. When Christ 
came to Peter, asking him to loan Him his boat, Peter was just 
busy washing his nets. But no sooner had Peter heard the Lord’s 
request than he was immediately willing to give up the work and 
listen to His preaching. To hear God’s Word was, to him, more im- 
portant than to wash his nets. Yea, when, after the miraculous 
draught of fishes, the Lord demanded of him to become a “fisher of 
men,” a preacher of the Gospel, he immediately forsook his earthly 
calling and possessions, and followed the Lord to become His faith- 
ful apostle. Truly, the service of God was more dear to.him than 
his earthly work and calling. 

And thus, dear friends, all true Christians ought to do. They all 
are ready, like Peter, to relinquish their work in order to hear God’s 
Word. The care for their soul is of far greater importance to them 
than the care for their body. They act in accordance with the word 
of Christ: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” They are diligent in 
the performance of the various duties of their calling, but still more 
diligent in the care for their souls. They will not permit their work 
to keep them away from church, nor will they easily plead in excuse 
of their absence that they are too tired on Sunday, after a week’s 
hard labor, to come to church. Only when works of charity demand 
their attention, when there is a sick person at home that needs their 
care, only in such and like cases will they allow earthly considerations 
to keep them from church. — Now, friends, I have no reason to com- 
plain on this score. On the contrary, brethren, I gratefully confess 
that I am well pleased with your church attendance on the whole. 
But there is one thing I wish to ask you in this connection, Do you 
have family worship at home? Do you gather around the family 
altar daily, and together read a chapter from your Bible, and offer 
up thanks to God for His care and protection during the day or night, 
and commit yourselves to His care for the ensuing day or night? 
Or do you fail to do this, elaiming that you have no time for that, 
that you are too tired in the evening? Do you let your earthly calling 
prevent you from having family-worship? Have you no more than 
a few hours on two Sundays of the month to spare for reading and 
meditating on the Word of God? Do you not feel the desire and the 
necessity of spending at least five or ten minutes every day in the 
week in that blessed occupation? Brethren, I do not know how many 
families there are in our congregation that have no family-worship — 
I hope there are but few! But oh! if there should be such, I would 
beg you to-day, Begin family-worship at once! You would not let 
your body go without food for a single day— and can'you afford 
to let your soul go without spiritual food for weeks and weeks? 
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2. 

To be faithful in the discharge of his duties, this, as we have 
seen, is the first thing a Christian must do to live so as to please 
God in his earthly calling. The second thing that is necessary for 
this purpose is, that in his calling he serves God and his neighbor. 
This, too, we can learn from the example given by Peter. It was 
the command and will of God which prompted him to be so diligent 
in his work. “Lord, at Thy word I will let down the net.” Because 
he knew that in the calling of a fisherman he could serve God, he was 
willing to discharge his duties faithfully. He never would have fol- 
lowed an occupation therefore that would not have been pleasing to 
God, in which he could not have let down his net at the word and 
command of his Lord. And what is more, he places his calling and 
his possessions at the Lord’s service. He was ready immediately to 
loan his boat to Christ for a pulpit from which to preach to the 
multitude. He was willing to serve the kingdom of God with what- 
ever he had of this world’s goods. And he was also ready to serve 
his fellow-man. For when he had east out his net at the Lord’s 
command and had caught such a great multitude of fish, he imme- 
diately called the fishermen in the other boat and divided the spoils 
with them. He was ready to serve his neighbor with the fruits of 
his labor. 

And, like Peter, all true Christians are ready and willing to serve 
God and their neighbor in their earthly calling. Above all, of course, 
they will always endeavor to serve God. Their first and main care 
is to be able to say with Peter: “Lord, at Thy word,” ete. Therefore, 
in the choice of their profession they will be careful to select a calling 
of which they are certain that it is pleasing to God, so that they may 
never doubt that their work and labor finds favor with God, and that 
they are serving Him by it. They therefore shun all dishonest and 
dishonorable trades and professions (such as, for instance, that of a 


- theater actor and actress, and others). But also after he has entered 


a calling, he will anxiously and carefully shrink from all dishonest 
and dishonorable means by which he might be able to gain some 
profit and become wealthy. Fraud, dishonest speculations, a Chris- 
tian always shuns like hell itself. A true Christian would rather 
starve to death than make one dollar in a dishonest or dishonorable 
way. Nay, a Christian will always be careful to serve God in his 
ealling by all his actions and transactions. 

Therefore he will furthermore also serve God with whatsoever 
he has gained by the labors of his hand or head in his calling. He 
places everything he possesses at the Lord’s disposal. Just as Peter 
gladly lent his boat to the Lord, so that He might be able to preach 
to the people, so every Christian is ready to contribute of his earthly 
possessions for the furtherance of God’s kingdom. Not only will he 
do his share towards the support of his own pastor, so that he and his 
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neighborhood may enjoy the blessed privilege-of hearing God’s Word, 
and his children may get a Christian education, but he will also 
gladly and willingly contribute towards the work of missions, in order 
that also such peoples may hear and rejoice over the glorious Gospel 
of Jesus Christ as are still walking in darkness and the shadow of 
death. This is one of the principal reasons why a Christian is so 
diligent in the performance of his daily labor: such diligence will 
enable him to contribute something towards the spreading of the 
Gospel. For this he cares more than for the support of his miserable 
body, which can only live for a few short years, while what he con- 
tributes towards the spreading of the kingdom of God will bring forth 
fruits that shall endure into life everlasting in heaven. 

But a Christian also places his earthly possessions at the disposal 
of his fellow-man. He tries to serve his neighbor, too, in his earthly 
calling. Peter divides the spoils of the Lord’s miracle with his 
fellow-fishermen, and every Christian is ready to divide the blessing 
that God pours down upon his head with his needy neighbor. A true 
Christian is always liberal. Stinginess, closefistedness, is decidedly 
un-Christian and wicked. A true Christian never forgets the behests 
of God’s Word: “To do good and communicate forget not, for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased.” “Deal thy bread to the hungry 
and bring the poor that are cast out into thy house. If thou see the 
naked, clothe him, and hide not thyself from thine own flesh.” 
A Christian will therefore always be ready to give alms or to loan 
and to assist his needy fellow-man, in whatsoever way he can, when- 
ever he sees that his assistance is needed. A Christian is always a 
good neighbor, ready to do everybody a favor, ready to help his 
fellow-man in his work, to warn him against injury, and to give him 
advice. He “looks not merely upon his own, but upon the things of 
others as well.” 

And the reason why a Christian is so willing to serve God and 
his fellow-man in his earthly calling, is because he knows he owes 
everything he has to the blessing of God, and therefore he acknowl- 


edges it to be his duty to contribute of these God-given blessings to. 


others, and to return a share of it to the kind Giver. Like Peter, 
who, after the miraculous draught of fishes, came and fell at the feet 
of Jesus, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” 
so every Christian, when God blesses his work and gives him earthly 
possessions, feels his unworthiness, and is ready to confess that he 
owes whatever he has to God’s bountiful blessing alone. And for this 
reason he is always ready to place at the service of God whatsoever 
he has acquired by the blessings of God. He gladly contributes to the 
upbuilding of God’s kingdom. He also cheerfully assists his needy 
neighbor, knowing that by serving his fellow-man he, at the same 
time, is serving God, who so distinctly says in His Word: “What- 
soever ye have done unto the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.” 
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Ob, examine yourselves, beloved brethren, do you pursue your 
earthly calling in a manner, that is pleasing to God? Are you faith- 
ful in the execution and performance of your duties? Do you also 
make use of the blessings God has given you for the service of God 
and your fellow-man? Do you contribute, as far as you are able, 
towards the maintenance and the spreading of God’s kingdom here 
among yourselves and elsewhere? And are you also willing to help 
and assist your neighbor? Remember, right here is where you must 
show whether you are a Christian! Your whole daily life, in your 
calling and profession, must be an evidence of your faith. God help 
us all to be true Christians, and to show it by our daily conver- 
sation! Amen. G.L. 


Funeral Sermon on Rom. 8, 31—39. 


We have come here to sorrow with those that sorrow. God has 
visited the home of fellow-believers with a sad affliction. Two sons 
and two daughters were given to the parents, whose hearts are bowed 
down in great grief to-day. However, it pleased the Lord of life and 
death in His inscrutable, but ever wise and faithful counsel to take 
one of these boys to Himself again at the early age of five by that 
dreaded disease diphtheria. The other grew up to be the pride of his 
father and mother, a promising young man. Up to about two years 
ago he was perfectly healthy. Then he began to fail and to com- 
plain, but everybody thought in course of time he would regain his 
health and strength. Everything that could be done to attain that 
end was resorted to by his loving parents. But mild climate, medicine, 
and nursing of that best of all nurses, a tenderly loving mother, could 
not check the progress of the malady. Finally, on last Monday, while 
his father was far away from home in search of health, he breathed 
his last, after having passed many long days and nights in sickness. 

Ah, who ean express the grief that filled the heart of that father 
when he received the telegram: “Your son has passed away”? Who 
can deseribe the anguish of the mother, who looked on the childhood 
of that boy, who smoothed his pillow in his sickness, and who ad- 
ministered to his helplessness when his eyelids finally closed in death? 
Who can tell the sorrow of the sisters when they had to take leave 
of their only brother? Dear friends, we can see the cause of your 
weeping. And we can assure you, you have our full sympathy; our 
heart swells into our throat, and our eyes fill with tears, when think- 
ing of your sad bereavement. We know not why the good Lord has 
afflicted you in this way. Surely, if there is any time during our stay 
in this world in which we need comfort, it is the time when death 
takes from us our beloved ones. You, therefore, now need a balm for 
the wound which that cruel enemy, death, has inflicted. Whither 
shall we go in search of a remedy to heal your broken hearts? I know 
of but one place where it is to be had, and that is that precious book 
divine, our Bible. That river of God is full of water of life and 
comfort to refresh and cheer the soul of man in the most trying 
hours. It has consolation enough and to spare, amid all the ailments 
that have come upon the human race by the fall of our first parents. 
Let us repair to that fountain of living water now, asking our gra- 
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cious Savior that He may make it sweet and precious to our hearts 
and minds. 

Opening my Bible in search of a text for this occasion, I have 
thought of the words you have just heard from the Epistle of St. Paul 
to the Romans. When I spoke to the deceased for the last time, about 
two hours before his departure from this world, I read and explained 
this passage of Holy Writ to him. Having heard it with devout at- 
tention, he turned to me with a smile I shall never forget, and said, 
“Oh, that is nice!” Therefore I said to myself, “That is the Scrip- 
ture passage from which I shall preach K’s funeral sermon.” 

It is indeed a song of triumph of a soul having fought and 
conquered under the Captain of salvation, Jesus Christ, that is here 
put before us. It is a harp tuned by the Chief Musician. It is a 
hymn put into the mouth of that chosen vessel Paul by the Spirit, 
who works in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure. In 
these sublime verses we meet with one of the most astonishing chal- 
lenges ever uttered by man. And then the reasons encouraging the 
apostle to speak with such boldness are put before us. Both are 
worthy of our closest consideration. Bringing them into proper con- 
nection with the sad event that has gathered us into this house of 
the Lord this afternoon, we shall certainly find comfort in our grief 
and sorrow. 

The inspired writer Paul has this to say to the whole world, and 
to heaven and hell, too: “Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God’s elect? Who is he that condemneth? Who can convince me, a 
Christian, of a sin before my God? Who can bring forth anything 
against me, a true believer, on the strength of which my eternal 
Judge would condemn me? I am persuaded that nothing can be 
detected in me, a child of God, even by the all-seeing eye of God, that 
could cause my condemnation.” 

How ean a descendant of Adam dare to speak such words? Is 
there one among mankind who can justly say: “I am by nature pure 
in heart, and holy as God is holy, and my thoughts, words, and deeds 
are perfect in the sight of heaven; I have a natural innocence, with 
which I can face my Maker; my personal righteousness will open 
the pearly gates of heaven for me”? 

It is true, there have always been men that have set up this claim 
for themselves. They are of the opinion that God must grant them 
a place in the eternal home of His children because of their obeying 
His holy Law so perfectly. They hope to reach eternal life with their 
fulfillment of the Ten Commandments and their good works. This 
is what all the heathen rely upon. This is the teaching of all the 
lodges, so numerous in our days. This is even set forth as divine 
truth by so-called ministers of Jesus Christ at the present time. 

But what does this pretention amount to? It directly gives the 
lie to the whole Bible, and despises the salvation through Jesus Christ 
proclaimed in the sacred pages. A few sentences of the good Book 
will suffice to show you the truth of my statement. Gen. 8, 21 God 
says: “The imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” 
Isaiah has this to say of himself and his fellow-beings: “We are all 
as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags,” 
Is. 64, 6. In the first chapters of the very epistle from which our 
text is taken, Paul proves conclusively, that Jews and Gentiles are 
under sin, that they are all gone out of the way, that there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one, that there is no difference, for all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. And Christ exelaims: 
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“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. What is born of the flesh is flesh,” 
John 3, 5. 6. Now according to the Word of God all sinners are 
under the curse of the Law. “The wages of sin is death,” Rom. 6, 23. 
He that sins is of the devil, and will be punished with the devil. 

If St. Paul, therefore, would have issued his challenge: “Who 
can lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? Who is he that con- 
demneth?” relying upon what he was by nature, and what he had 
done and not done during his life, his own conscience, the Law, and 
his God could have pointed to innumerable sins committed by him in 
thoughts, words, and deeds, and every one of the holy writers would 
have condemned him, yea, his own epistles would have arisen against 
him. Ah, but Paul had another foundation for his bold words than 
his own righteousness. Not the Law, but the Gospel, nothing within 
him, but something without him, not what he was and what he had 
done, but what Christ was and what Christ had done for him, gave 
him the courage to say, “My character is clear, and my conscience is 
clean before God.” 

Let us follow his reasoning for a few moments. He begins with 
the general statement: “If God be for us, who can be against us?” 
Who can deny the truth of these words? Even though conscience, 
the Law, and the devil condemn us, if God be for us, we need not 
fear. But is God for me, a sinner? “Indeed He is,” is the answer 
of a Christian. How so? He that spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things? In Christ and for Christ’s sake God is for us. 
Because of the Son of God the defying question is in place: “Who 
can lay anything to the charge of God’s elect?” On account of His 
own Son God justifies. the sinner, declares him free from all sins. 
Yet how can God do that? Here is the Law of God that requires 
punishment of the transgressor of its commandments, that pronounces 
the curse upon all evil-doers. But in spite of that Law we can say: 
“Who is he that condemneth®?’ And why? Christ died, not for Him- 
self, but for all sinners. “God made Him to be sin for us who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him,” 
2 Cor. 5, 21. “Christ His own self bare our sins in His own body on 
the tree,” 1 Pet. 2, 24. In Him sin was perfectly punished, even unto 
death. His blood therefore cleanses us from all sins. But Christ 
did not remain in death. He is risen again. Now as His death was 
the payment of our debt, so His resurrection is the publie acknowl- 
edgment that that payment has been accepted by the heavenly Father. 
Yea, “Christ was given for our offenses, and raised again for our 
justification,” Rom. 4, 25. This Savior of ours is at the right hand 
of God. After He had said to His disciples: “Go ye, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost,” Matt. 28, 19; “He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned,” 
Mark 16, 16, and: “Where I am, there shall also my servant be,” 
John 12, 26, He, as our Representative, was received up into glory, 
and all His enemies and our enemies were made His footstool. And 
there, before the throne of God, He is making intercession for us; 
He is pleading for us, He is ever showing His Father His wounds, 
His rent body, His flowing blood, shed for the remission of our sins, 
to induce Him to set the sinner free. For Christ’s sake God loves us. 
Yea, “if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins, and 
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not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world,” 1 John 
2, 1. 2. He has borne our sins, abolished death, destroyed the works 
of the devil, and now has our case in His hands. Trusting in His 
name, we can say to all that want to lay anything to our charge and 
condemn us: “Go to my Advocate, lay your claims against me before 
Him. Try whether you can make out a case against me in His 
court.” It is true, here we must pass through much tribulation. 
Many things, as may be seen from our text, will continually try to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
But in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him 
that loved us. So you see, when St. Paul comes forward with the 
amazing challenge: “Who can lay anything to the charge of God’s 
elect? Who is he that condemneth?” he has in mind Christ and the 
redemption through His blood, and nothing else. His faith in Christ 
fills his heart with the boldness and courage which his words re- 
veal to us. 

But what has all that to do with the sad occurrence that has 
brought us hither this afternoon? Very much, indeed; in fact, it 
has everything to do with the comfort we have under these trying 
circumstances. Like all children of men, the departed young brother 
was shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin and was therefore by 
nature under the wrath of God. He, too, daily sinned much and 
deserved nothing but punishment. This he knew and confessed with 
true repentance. But that was not all he had been taught by the 
Holy Spirit from the Bible. From his pious parents and faithful 
ministers he had heard of Jesus, his Savior, and by the grace of 
God had learned to trust in Him as his Savior from sin, death, and 
damnation. The words of the Gospel were, therefore, more precious 
to him than gold and much fine gold and sweeter than honey and 
honeycomb. During his last illness he enjoyed to hear them again 
and again. A few days before leaving this world he asked me to 
give him the Lord’s Supper for the strengthening of his faith in his 
divine Master, and on that occasion humbly confessed his sins and 
cheerfully declared his assurance in the forgiveness of his sins, of 
life, and of salvation in the blood of Jesus. And on the very day he 
departed this life, he said of our text: “Oh, that is nice!” Thus he 
entered the valley of the shadow of death with Christ at his side, 
leaning upon the staff and the rod of His Gospel. In this way he 
appeared before his God. Who can therefore lay anything to his 
charge? Who can condemn him? Ah, condemn Christ before you 
can condemn a true believer! We therefore know he has exchanged 
his beautiful earthly home with that heavenly one, infinitely more 
beautiful. He has departed from his parents, sisters, and friends in 
this world, and has gone to his dearest Brother and Friend at the right 
hand of God. His soul has been carried by the angels into Abra- 
ham’s bosom, and his body shall once be raised unto eternal life. 

Weep not, therefore, dear friends, as do those who have no hope. 
You know whither your son and brother went, and you also know the 
way to that place of rest and peace. He has gone ahead, you will 
soon follow. Till that last summons arrives for you, cling in true 
faith to Christ, who died, yea, rather, who is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. Then 
you will be able to say with David: “We shall go to the departed 
sons and brothers, they shall not return to us.” O grand reunion, 
the reunion in heaven! O sweet comfort to know that our loved ones 
are there, and that we shall meet them again in glory! Amen. 


J. W. M. 


